
*“Each year in the United States, February is dedicated as Black History Month.  What began as the grassroots effort of African Ameri-
can historian Carter G. Woodson has grown into a national time to honor the triumphs and struggles of African Americans  

throughout history.” 
 

We are excited to share information with you about Bloomfield's initiative to provide further 
enrichment and challenge to our students. Using Renzulli’s Schoolwide Enrichment Model, 
the Talented & Gifted program (TAG) will incorporate both small group instruction as well as 
curriculum-based classroom enrichment activities. 
 
During the month of February, students in grades 4-8 will take the Naglieri Nonverbal As-
sessment, a brief standardized test that assesses nonverbal reasoning skills using the rela-
tionships between figures or diagrams. We will use these assessment scores along with his-
torical school data and teacher recommendations to select students for the nomination pro-
cess. Grade 3 students will be assessed and nominated later this spring. 
 
If you would like your child to opt out of the Naglieri Nonverbal Assessment or have any 
questions or concerns, please reach out to one of the TAG teachers:  
 

 CAMS/GEMS: Ms. Juanita Richardson at jrichardson@blmld.org. 860-286-2622 extension 2002 

 Metacomet/CAIS: Mrs. Jeanne Pascon at jpascon@blmfld.org, 860-286-2622 extension 2200 

 
As we continue our mission to “prepare every student for success within and beyond school,” 
we will need your ongoing support. This support begins with school-home partnerships fo-
cused on optimal student learning and growth.  
 
In support of our mission, please do the following: 

 Monitor assignment completion 

 Communicate with staff 

 Support school policy 

 
Dr. Trevor L. Ellis 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

The end of the 2
nd

 quarter is here!  We are now 
halfway through the school year and grades closed on 
Friday, January 27

th
. Unfortunately, many students have 

been absent due to COVID concerns or other health rea-
sons.  Please encourage your children to seek the support 
they need to understand any outstanding lessons or work they 
may have missed.  Many lessons are sequential, and missing 
pieces of the lesson make it difficult to understand the full   
concept in any given area.  Your support is great appreciated. 

Stay Safe and Healthy 
 

Ms. Goldman, Ms. Glenney, Ms. Broxton 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

February 2—No School     

Professional Development   

for Teachers 

February 16-Early Dismissal   

Professional Development 

for Teachers 

February 17—PTO Meeting     

6:00 P.M. - Virtual 

February 21-No School/

Offices Closed—Presidents’ 

Day 

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Regular day                             

8:05 A.M.-2:50 P.M. 

Early Dismissal                       

8:05 A.M.—12:50 P.M. 

 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D., Principal 
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7th grade teachers would like to remind families to: Remind your student that hooded sweatshirts are NOT part of dress code. 
Please send your student to school with a sweater, or a long sleeve shirt under their collared shirt. Remind your student that cell 
phones and ear buds are not allowed to be used, or even visible, during the school day. Send your student to school with a well-fitting 
mask so that both nose and mouth are covered at all times. Send your student to school with a filled water bottle so that students may 
stay hydrated during the day. 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Literacy: Mrs. Parker and Ms. Tarbox:  In Language Arts classes, our students will be discussing and determining the difference between a 
hero and a celebrity. This will be the starting point for a project that will have students research African Americans who have made positive con-
tributions to our world. The end result will be a presentation where students explain why they chose their hero and why their hero should be 
included in the top 25 African American heroes of all time. Please contact us at pparker@blmfld.org and mtarbox@blmfld.org 
 
Numeracy: Ms. Evans and Mr. Semanie: In Math classes, we are working on one of the most important units of the seventh grade curriculum. 
The students will be able to recognize patterns from tables and graphs, which allows them to identify equations for proportional relationships. 
The students will also be able to analyze real world word problems and create equations to aid in answering the questions posed to them. We 
will continue to strengthen skills needed to work with positive and negative rational numbers as we strive to master all skills. Mrs. Evans, Mr. 
Semanie and Mr. Foote would like to recognize the continued hard work put in by our students as they continue to improve their math skills. 
Please contact us at cevans@blmfld.org and tsemanie@blmfld.org 
 
Social Studies: Ms. Calabro and Mr. Taylor:  In Social Studies classes, geography students are beginning to study the Caribbean. 
Students are using CLOSE reading strategies to annotate text in order to decipher key details about the geography, culture, and history of the 
Caribbean. Students will conclude the Caribbean unit with a deep dive on the history of Jamaica. Please contact 
us  at hcalabro@blmfld.org and ataylor@blmfld.org 
 
Science: Ms. Andrus and Ms. Smith: In Science classes, our students are just  starting our Human Impacts Unit.  Last week we learned 
about our water resources and how water cycles through living and nonliving parts of our planet in biogeochemical cycles.  We are learning 
about water quality, water conservation, and researching different sources of water pollution.  Next, we will explore the problem of plastic in our 
oceans, and we will work together to engineer solutions. Please contact us at ekuzmeskus@blmfld.org and clsmith@blmfld.org 
 
7th and 8th grade Resource Classes: In the 7th Resource Math class, the students have learned how to classify and identify opposites and 
absolute values of rational numbers.  We are currently working on comparing and ordering rational numbers.  The next Go Math unit will focus 
on operations with fractions.  Their Math homework is any class work not completed that day. In the 7th Resource ELA class, the students con-
tinue to work on reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling and grammar skills.  The class focuses on different grammar skills each day, and 
then we read a chapter aloud from the novel The Cay by Theodore Taylor.  When done, the students complete comprehension questions to the 
chapter after using Cloze reading strategies to cite the correct information for each question.  Their ELA homework is any class work not com-
pleted that day.  The 7th Science/Social Studies Resource Support classes offer students the chance to make up any work or receive any extra 
help on their ELA, Math, Science, and Social Studies assignments that day.  Please contact me at mnahas@blmfld.org 
 
Special Education Inclusion: Students are being supported in their general education Math and ELA  classes.  During these class times it 
is ensured that students understand the content and complete assignments. In addition, individual students are supported during Periods 3 and 
5 with a focus on specific skills to reinforce content from their general education classes.  We are currently concentrating on vocabulary plus 
definitions and usage, as well as revisiting multi-digit computation and word-based problems. The special education teacher can be reached at 
lgrier@blmfld.org 

 

Literacy-Ms. Bunting/Ms. Morris:   
Through the Performance Task, “The Fierce and Forgotten Fighters of the Civil War”, by Dr. Beryl Irene Bailey, stu-
dents will examine battles during the Civil War through various texts.  With this information, students will write an es-
say comparing examples of Union and Confederate perspectives regarding the war.  As always, students are ex-
pected to complete and submit all assignments on time. 
 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/Ms. Willis/Mr. Martey:  
Students will be working on solving equations with variables on both sides in a mathematical and  a real world context. 
Please continue to encourage your students to use their academic support classes for assistance when needed. 
 
Social Studies-Ms. Bleiler/Mr. McCormack:  
In Social Studies we will be concluding our study of the Revolutionary War. Students will be able to determine the 
causes and effects of the war as well as the lasting impact it created on society today. Additionally, we will begin ex-
ploring the development of our constitution and how government works. Furthermore, we will be honoring Black Histo-
ry Month by focusing on different key figures, as well social justice issues. 
 
Science-Ms. Gionfriddo/Ms. Einhorn: 

We continue to work on our Physical Science Unit, “Forces and Motion;” we should conclude this unit in February. Stu-
dents will complete a summative assessment as well.  Next up, is the “Study of the Stars” namely, Astronomy Unit. 
Students have been working hard on “Newton’s Three Laws of Motion.” Please ask your children why we have been 
using a pogo stick in class (hint: Newton’s 3rd Law). We are looking forward to a productive third quarter.  
 

TEAM COLUMBIA 

   TEAM HOWARD 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER, 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

As 2022 begins, Miss Jones’ students will be using the cloud-
based program MusicFirst again.  MusicFirst will give the students 
the opportunity to learn more about their instrument and instru-
ments from other countries.  The students will be able to record 
themselves and assess their performance.  This program can also 
be used at home as a daily practice tool.  Also, Miss Jones’ has created a band website 
that has tips to help students be successful and information for parents. Check out 
www.araceband.com 

This year we have a wonderful group of students working to rebuild the choral program 
here at Carmen Arace.  After a year of very little singing it is so wonderful to have singing 
in my classroom again!  Students are wearing masks and staying safe!  We do need sing-
ers masks and I will be in touch about how we are going to obtain and utilize these im-
portant tools moving forward. Right now the chorus is working on technique and vocal 
anatomy!  Students in the general music class are working on learning to play the Ukule-
le!  These small, four stringed guitars are inexpensive and relatively easy to play.  A de-
cent instrument can be purchased for under $50 and would make a lovely birthday or holi-
day gift for your child.  I will be sending home information with some suggestions on which 
instruments to purchase.  Be wary of instruments under $25.  They are often more like a 
toy than an instrument.  Ukulele’s are real instruments made of various types of 
wood.  Plastic Ukulele’s are considered toys and not recommended to learn on.  The stu-
dents are working hard and nearly everyone has at least 3 chords learned which allows us 
to play many songs! 

    Ms. Crimi and Miss Jones 
 

Physical Education is right in the middle of our 3rd round of our Connecticut State Fitness Test-
ing. The students are using their prior data from previous scores to create goals/objectives. With 
Covid-19 putting a hold on lots of our students getting into physical activity, the fitness testing has 
been challenging for most. But, the students are displaying an amazing effort. They are doing their 
absolute best on these fitness tests and we are here with them to provide support. Our boys and girls 
basketball programs are up and running. They are both right in the middle of their seasons and are 

doing a fine job compared to other schools.       Mr. Poland and Mr. Michaud 
 
As Mrs. Wasko's artists come to the end of the 2nd quarter, 7th grade has finished up their bright landscapes and 
have already moved on to sculpting with clay. Their challenge is to create a two piece box, with a lid that fits!  Clay skills will also be a focus 
as we build on previously learned hand building techniques and, at the same time, make up for a year and a half of lost time with the 3D 
material.  8th grade has just this week finished up with a 3-part drawing skills unit. Gesture drawing, contour drawing, and shading have 

been introduced and can now be combined to render sketches and full drawings with more movement, texture, and 
form. The students will soon move into a painting unit, with a candy theme, where they will practice the technique of 
grid drawing, or enlarging an existing picture piece by piece.  It's sure to be 'sweet'! 
 

Visual Arts Mr. Spencer—Students will be engaged in responding to, and creating collage (symbolic self-
portrait) artwork, name designs, expressive words, and poetry that demonstrates an understanding of how drawings, 
paintings, printmaking, and mixed media techniques, in the works of African American artists: Romare Bearden, Jacob 
Lawrence, Faith Ringgold, Augusta Savage, Henry O. Tanner, Malvin Johnson, Palmer Hayden, & Hughie L. Smith, 
and their art, cause different effects, and evoke different personal responses. They will use similar drawing, painting, 

printmaking, and mixed media techniques in a variety of media to communicate ideas, feelings, experiences, and stories (symbolic self-
portrait). Students will also begin to understand how to use the Design Elements: Color, Value, Texture, and Space; Design Principles: Bal-
ance, Contrast, Emphasis, Movement, Pattern, Rhythm, & Unity as visual characteristics, in a work of art through the creating process to 

communicate ideas, feelings, emotions, in an expressive manner.    Mrs. Wasko and Mr. Spencer 

UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & ART 

                      UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION      
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     Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community 

within the Carmen Arace School family. 

 

 
  

Save the PTO Dates 

Thursday's—6:00 P.M. (VIRTUAL) 
 

 March 17, 2022   
    

     
         April 21, 2022     

   May 19, 2022  
    

 

 

Contact us at carmenaracePTO@gmail.com or PTO mailbox in the school office. 

 

 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS—NURSE NEWS       
 

It is imperative that staff, students and families remain vigilant 
in adhering to health and safety protocols: 
 
 Wear a face mask at all times.  
 Watch your distance. Practice physical distancing  
 Wash your hands often.  
 Cover your coughs.   
 Get your flu shot if you have not done so already. 
 Have an outlet – encourage physical activity. 
 Deal with anxiety, anger and frustration by having kids talk to a 

trusted confidant.  
 
 
 

Latoya Lewis RN, MSN  
Arace School  
860-286-2638 
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